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1. What is the ICNP®?
The ICNP® is a terminology for nursing practice and provides a framework into which existing vocabularies and classifications can be cross-mapped to enable comparison of nursing data.

2. What elements are included in the ICNP®?
The three elements of the ICNP® are:  

1. Nursing Phenomena (nursing diagnoses)

2. Nursing Actions (nursing interventions)

3. Nursing Outcomes

3. Why is an ICNP® important?
The objectives of the ICNP® as set out in an initial International Council of Nurses proposal (ICN, 1991) continue to direct the ICNP® Programme:

· Establish a common language for describing nursing practice in order to improve  


   communication among nurses, and between nurses and others 

· Describe the nursing care of people (individuals, families and communities) in a

               variety of settings both institutional and non-institutional

· Enable comparison of nursing data across clinical populations, settings,                     geographic areas and time

· Demonstrate or project trends in the provision of nursing treatments and care and the allocation of resources to patients according to their needs based on nursing         diagnoses

· Stimulate nursing research through links to data available in nursing information 


systems and health information systems

· Provide data about nursing practice in order to influence health policy making

4. If I have been using another nursing classification system, do I have to change?
No.  The ICNP® provides a unifying framework into which existing nursing vocabularies can be cross-mapped to enable comparison of nursing data collected using other recognized nursing vocabularies and classifications.

5. Does the ICNP® restrict multidisciplinary practice?

No.  Like the ICD, the development of an ICNP® is a long-term project that will provide a structured terminology and a classification that can be used to describe and organize nursing data, which can in turn, be integrated into multidisciplinary health information systems.

6.    How can I participate?
The ICNP® Programme facilitates participation of individuals and groups in the ongoing development and maintenance of the ICNP®.  Individual researchers and organizations are 

encouraged to collaborate closely with ICN through their National Nurses Associations.  Please contact the ICNP® Programme Director for further information. 

7. What are the goals of the newly established ICNP® Programme?
As of the year 2000, ICN has a defined ICNP® Programme with the following goals:

· Maintain an up-to-date ICNP® that reflects nursing practices

· Ensure that ICNP® is compatible with the current state of nursing science, classification         and informatics sciences, and other health care developments        

· Co-ordinate international dissemination of ICNP® and activities around ICNP®                          development      
The key components of the ICNP® Programme include:

· Communication & Marketing

· Research & Development 

· Co-ordination & Programme Management

New policies, products, and processes are being established to support the ICNP® Programme. 

8. What other information is available on the ICNP®?

The ICN published a Beta Version of the ICNP® in 1999.  The ICNP® Beta Version is available from ICN online and in hard copy. 

ICN retains copyright for the ICNP®. Permission to translate, publish, reproduce and distribute is granted on a case by case basis. If you are interested in using the ICNP® in research or practice, please contact ICN for a Translators Agreement or Users Agreement.

You can order a hardcopy of the ICNP® Beta Version from ICN (FAX: 44-22-908-01-01) or via the ICN web site at: 

http://www.icn.ch/bookshop.htm
Online information on the ICNP® is available at:  

http://icn.ch/icnp.htm
and 

http://www.icn.ch/icnpupdate.htm
ICNP® Translation, Publication, Reproduction and Distribution Policy is available at:

http://www.icn.ch/ICNPpolicy.htm
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