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ICNP® COMPONENTS

Similar to the Alpha Version, the International Classification for Nursing Practice (ICNP®) Beta Version is a classification of three components: 


· Nursing Phenomena

· Nursing Outcomes

· Nursing Actions

ICNP® NURSING PHENOMENA CLASSIFICATION

Definitions: For the purpose of the ICNP®:
Nursing Phenomenon: Aspect of health of relevance to nursing practice.

Nursing Diagnosis: Label given by a nurse to the decision about a phenomenon which is the focus of nursing interventions. A nursing diagnosis is composed of concepts contained in the Nursing Phenomena Classification axes.

Axes – Nursing Phenomena Classification


For the purpose of the ICNP ® Nursing Phenomena Classification, the axes are defined below:

A. Focus of Nursing Practice: the area of attention as described by the social mandates and professional and conceptual frameworks of professional nursing practice Examples include: pain, self-esteem, poverty.

B. Judgement: the clinical opinion, estimate, or determination of professional nursing practice regarding the state of a nursing phenomenon, including the relative quality of the intensity or degree of the manifestation of the nursing phenomenon. Examples include: enhanced, inadequate, improved.

C. Frequency: the number of occurrences or repetitions of a nursing phenomenon during a time interval. Examples include: intermittent, often. 

D. Duration: the length of a time interval during which a nursing phenomenon occurs. Examples include: acute, chronic.

E. Topology: the anatomical region in relation to a median point or the extent of the anatomical area of a nursing phenomenon. Examples include. right, left, partial, total.

F. Body site: the anatomical position or location of a nursing phenomenon. Examples include: eye, finger.

G. Likelihood: the probability or chance of occurrence of a nursing phenomenon. Examples include risk, chance.

H. Bearer:  the entity that can be said to have the nursing phenomenon. Examples include individual, family, community. 

Guidelines for Composing a Nursing Diagnosis:

A nursing diagnosis is a label given by a nurse to the decision about a phenomenon, which is the focus of nursing interventions. For the ICNP®, a nursing diagnosis is composed of concepts contained in the Classification of Phenomenon axes.

A nursing diagnosis:

1. Must include a term from the Focus of Nursing Practice Axis.
2. Must include a term from the Judgement Axis or the Likelihood Axis.

3. Terms from other axes are optional to expand or enhance the diagnosis.

4. Only one term can be used from each of the axes for the diagnosis.

Examples below display combining terms from select axes to compose nursing diagnoses. 

SELECT AXES
SELECT TERMS

Focus of Nursing Practice
Pain

Judgement
Extreme (to a very high degree)

Frequency
Intermittent

Topology
Right

Body Site
Foot

Nursing Diagnoses:   Extreme pain

                                     Extreme, intermittent pain 

                                     Extreme, intermittent pain in the foot

                                     Extreme, intermittent pain in the right root

SELECT AXES
SELECT TERMS

Focus of Nursing Practice
Food Supply

Judgement
Deficiency

Likelihood
High Risk for

Bearer
Community 

Nursing Diagnoses:   Food supply deficiency 

                                     High risk for  food supply deficiency                                    

                                     High risk for food supply deficiency in the community

ICNP® Nursing Outcomes Classification
Definitions

For the purpose of the ICNP®:

Nursing Outcome:
The measure or status of a nursing diagnosis at points of time after a nursing intervention.

To further explain, nursing outcomes are the assumed result of nursing interventions measured over time as changes effected in nursing diagnoses.

It is understood that there are many factors that contribute to health care outcomes.  The emphasis on effectiveness in health care has resulted in many efforts to describe and define outcomes and outcome measures (references).  Many of these efforts stress the multi-dimensional aspect of outcomes, including nursing as one dimension in the total picture. The importance of the multi-dimensional (e.g. social and personal factors) and inter-disciplinary factors in health care outcomes can not be ignored. However, the purpose of the ICNP® Nursing Outcome Classification is to begin to identify and distinguish the unique contributions of nursing within this complex view of health care outcomes. The ICNP® Nursing Outcome Classification provides one measure of describing outcomes related to nursing diagnoses. The ICNP® Nursing Outcomes can contribute nursing-sensitive information to broader, generic health outcome models.

Outcomes as measured by the change in nursing diagnoses are displayed below:



B. Guidelines for Developing a Nursing Outcome:

1. Use the same guidelines as for developing a Nursing Diagnosis.

A nursing outcome:

a. Must include a term from the Focus of Nursing Practice Axis.

b. Must include a term from the Judgement Axis or the Likelihood Axis.

c. Terms from other axes are optional to expand or enhance the diagnosis.

d. Only one term can be used from each of the axes for the diagnosis.

2. Must be made at a point in time after an intervention has been carried out.

ICNP® Nursing Actions Classification 

Definitions:

For the purposes of the ICNP®
Nursing Action: Behaviour of nurses in practice.

Nursing Intervention: Action taken in response to a nursing diagnosis in order to produce a nursing outcome. For the ICNP® a nursing intervention is composed of concepts contained in the Nursing Actions Classification axes.

Axes – Nursing Actions Classification










For the purpose of the ICNP® Nursing Actions Classification, the axes are defined below:

A. Action type: the deed performed by a nursing action. Examples include: teaching, inserting, monitoring.

B.  Target:  the entity that is either affected by the nursing action or provides the content 

of the nursing action. Examples include: pain, infant, home services.

C. Means: the entity used in performing a nursing action. Means includes both instruments defined as tools used when performing a nursing action and services defined as specific work or plan used when performing a nursing action. Examples include: bandages, bladder-training techniques, discharge procedure.

D. Time: the temporal orientation of a nursing action. Time includes both time points  (events) defined as definite moments in time and time intervals (episodes) defined as the duration between two events.  Examples include: at discharge, intra-operative, prenatal.
E. Topology: the anatomical region in relation to a median point or the extent of an anatomical area involved in a nursing action. Examples include. left, total.

F.  Location: the anatomical and spatial orientation of a nursing action. Location 

    includes both body sites defined as the anatomical position or location of a nursing 

    action and place defined as the spatial location where the nursing action occurred.  

Examples include: head, arm, home, workplace.

G.  Route: the pathway through which a nursing action is performed. Examples include: 

      oral, subcutaneous.

H. Beneficiary: the entity to whose advantage a nursing action is performed. Examples include: individual, group

Guidelines for Composing a Nursing Intervention

A nursing intervention is an action taken in response to a nursing diagnosis in order to produce a nursing outcome. For the ICNP® a nursing intervention is composed of concepts contained in the Nursing Actions Classification axes.

A nursing intervention:

1. Must include a term from the Action Type Axis

2. Terms from the other axes are optional to expand or enhance the intervention.

3. Only one term can be used from each of the axes for a single intervention.

Examples below display combining terms from select axes to compose nursing interventions.

SELECT AXES


SELECT TERMS

Action Type

Target

Beneficiary

Means             


Alleviating 

Pain

Individual

Cold pack
Reducing
 

Anxiety

Individual

Guided imagery technique


Teaching                 Testing


Exercising habits    Water supply              

Group                       Community  
  (Distributively)       (Collectively)

Instructional           Protocol

  Materials

Interventions:    Alleviating an individual’s pain by  applying a cold pack 

                            Reducing anxiety using a guided imagery technique.

                            Teaching group members about exercising habits using instructional materials.

                            Testing the water supply for a community using an established 

                            protocol.

ICNP®pROGRAMME 
The ICN Board approved the ICNP® as a formal programme of ICN.  The programme will provide mechanisms for ongoing development and evaluation of the ICNP®, including mechanisms to enhance participation of national members associations and experts in informatics and classification.  Other aspects of the programme will focus on training and education.

 The programme plan includes the following activity clusters:

· Communication & Marketing

· Research & Development

· Co-ordination & Programme management

In addition, a major goal of ICN will be to support link between ICNP® and the other ICN programs, such as research and regulation.

Further information and future updates on the ICNP® will be made available on the ICN web site: http://www.icn.ch.

You can order a hardcopy of the ICNP® Beta Version from ICN (FAX: 44-22-908-01-01) or via the ICN web site at: 

http://www.icn.ch/bookshop.htm
Online information on the ICNP® is available at:  

http://icn.ch/icnp.htm
and 

http://www.icn.ch/icnpupdate.htm
ICNP® Translation, Publication, Reproduction and Distribution Policy is available at:

http://www.icn.ch/ICNPpolicy.htm
For Further Information:

Amy Coenen, ICNP® Programme Director

Marquette University, College of Nursing

P.O. Box 1881

Milwaukee, WI    53201      USA

FAX:  (+1) 414 288 1939

amy.coenen@marquette.edu
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