Kaunas University of Medicine

Lithuania

1. The law of health care has been passed in 1992.

2. The National Health System of Lithuania is based on health insurance policy.

3. In the National Health System of Lithuania the specialists of nursing are considered independent and work together with the other health care specialists.

4. The studies of nursing have been founded:

Bachelor level – 4 years,

Master level – 2 years,

Doctoral level – 4 years.

5. The law of nursing has been introduced for approval to the Parliament of Lithuanian             Republic.

6. The standards and duties of nursing have been approved by the Ministry of Health of Lithuania.

7. Some of the Lithuanian hospitals have approved the standards of the nursing procedures.

The staff of the Faculty of Nursing, Kaunas University of Medicine (KMU) has finished the translation of the beta version of ICNP material. The translation has been further discussed with the president of the Organization of Lithuanian Specialists of Nursing. The members of the above organization think that ICNP could be put into practice in the future.

The translated Lithuanian version has been mailed to the American-Lithuanian lady, a nurse, professor at the Nursing School, Fairfield University, USA, who has been working as a nurse in Lithuania for two years. She has looked through the translation and has made very useful corrections.

The strenghts of ICNP:

· The translation is finished;

· An approval has been received from the following organizatons: the Ministry of Health of Lithuania, the president of the Organization of Lithuanian Specialists of Nursing, the Organization of  Lithuanian Compassionate Nurses;

· The Senate of KMU approves the activity and agrees to teach ICNP material at the university;

· The Faculty of Nursing, KMU, has the required equipment (i.e. the computer classes, teachers-nurses) for the teaching of practicing nurses;

· A precise scientific research is going to be carried out in the subject in the level of master of nursing in the Faculty of Nursing, KMU;

· Two articles about ICNP have been published in the newspaper for nurses;

· On the 1st of September, 2000, an internet site for nursing has been prepared in KMU (www.slauga.lt) where all the news are put. This site already contains the shortened LEMON material with the questionary for independent studies.

The weaknesses of ICNP:

· The finances are lacking for wide implementation of ICNP in practical work;

· Only a few enthusiasts are currently working;

· The nurses are not very much interested in changing of the specificity of their current work;

· The work content of the nurses is wide;

· There are no stimulation methods for the nurses in order to improve their knowledge;

· The organizations of nurses plan to put ICNP into practice just in the future.

The prospects for the future:

A committee consisting of the authorities from the Ministry of Health of Lithuania, the Organization of Lithuanian Nursing Specialists and Kaunas University of Medicine would be formed with the aim to follow the implementation of ICNP in practice:

· Step 1 – during the studies in the Faculty of Nursing, KMU;

· Step 2 – in Kaunas University Hospital;

· Step 3 – in the other hospitals of Lithuania.

